
Greetings,  

 

As you may be aware, the government of Ontario has announced that with the shift into Stage 

Two of reopening, churches are now permitted to gather, at up to 30% of their building’s 

capacity. Many of you have been asking what our plans as a congregation are. On June 17th, I 

met with our church council, and the decision was made to hold off on re-starting in-person 

services until September 6th.    

 

There were a number of factors that lead to this decision and timeline, including that:   

 

- Mennonite Church Eastern Canada (MCEC), our denomination, issued a request that 

congregations not begin hosting services immediately, but instead take time to carefully assess 

their readiness, and ensure that considerations that need to be taken into account, especially as 

they relate to facilities, all be seen to.  

 

- Ours is an especially vulnerable population. Public Health officials continue to advise that the 

elderly and those with pre-existing conditions are at higher risk, and should proceed with an 

added measure of caution. We recognize that there also impacts associated with isolation and 

inactivity, and the need to carefully balance risks in this regard.   

 

- We are aware that summer would likely prove to be a challenging time to begin adapted 

worship services. With masks being recommended for such gatherings, and a sanctuary that is 

not air conditioned, this might pose a barrier or even an additional health risk.    

 

For these reasons, St. Catharines United Church is one of many churches that has decided to 

take a slow and cautious approach. We will be taking these next weeks to make adjustments to 

our building in preparation for re-opening. Council will be meeting again in July for further 

discussions, including considerations related to German Services, which also remain on hold.  

 

It is important for you to be aware that when we do return to services, it will be a very different 

experience. Among other things, seating will be distanced, services will be shortened, and there 

will be no congregational singing. Children’s programming (nursery, Sunday School) may or 

may not be advised at that time, and those who are at high risk will be asked to consider 

continuing to worship at home, using recordings and printed materials that will be provided.  

 

Recognizing that these adjustments will take some time to get used to, we will be coordinating a 

rehearsal service in late August, to acquaint our worship leaders and volunteers with these new 

realities. This service will be recorded, and made available, to give you a sense of what an 

adapted service will look like.  

 

In the meantime, we are encouraging you to participate in a number of ways (see reverse): 

 

 



 

 

Small Group Worship: In addition to allowances for churches to meet at up to 30% capacity, 

“social bubbles” and distanced gatherings of up to 10 people are allowed, provided 

recommendations are taken into account.  

 

- If you are part of a “social bubble” (a group of up to 10 people, often extended family, who 

choose to form a circle that does not need to distance when together), consider meeting together 

weekly for at-home Sunday worship, using the materials we will continue to provide.  

 

- For others, we will be encouraging distanced gatherings in small groups of up to 10 people. 

This format will require additional considerations, including meeting outdoors, ensuring 

physical distancing of at least two meters between individuals/households, and not sharing food 

or drink. Please note that those who are at a higher risk (those with pre-existing conditions, or 

older than 70) are asked to not participate in this way.  

 

In either case, we ask that you take into account Public Health recommendations, including 

frequent cleaning, hand hygiene and self-screening review prior to participation (see attached).  

 

We will be reaching out over the next couple of weeks to support groups in forming and meeting 

over the summer. We respect that some of you will be uncomfortable gathering in these ways, 

and recognize that others will be unable to. We will continue to provide video and print 

materials, which can be used individually, and do our best to provide other opportunities and 

means of connection through this time, especially for those who are most at-risk and isolated.   

 

Survey: We are hearing that some of you are eager to gather together again. Others have 

expressed hesitation, and shared that you are not comfortable participating in-person, or seeing 

your loved ones do so at this time. As we prepare for September, we want to hear your concerns, 

and get a sense of what to expect, come fall. This will be made available shortly.  

 

Prayer: These plans have been set, knowing that things might change, and they may be adjusted. 

We ask you to hold them loosely as we continue to pray that things will improve. Thank you for 

your continued support and care that you have shown to one another through this time. While 

apart, you have helped us work to remain connected. We are listening for ways that we can be 

better addressing needs, and invite you to contact us if someone requires care, or you have 

suggestions. We look forward to the day when we can gather together again, and are grateful for 

your prayers, as well as your patience and understanding in the meantime.  

 

Nick Schuurman  

Pastor, St. Catharines United Mennonite Church 

 


